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BHAKTI AND 


INDEPENDENT THINKING 


His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Don’t Speculate 


Surrender means you approach somebody where 
your intelligence is nothing. The instruction of 
Bhagavad-gita is evam paramparā prāptam imam 
rājarşayo viduh [Bg.4.2]. One has to learn from 
the disciplic succession. Tad viddhi pranipatena 
pariprasnena sevayā [Bg. 4.34]. You have to learn 
from a person by full surrender. You cannot 


surrender to a third-class man. Unless one is very 
advanced, naturally you surrender. But this is the 
process. Unless you are prepared to surrender. 
Surrender means you approach somebody where 
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With blissful anticipation, Sri Krishna waits for someone. He has a squirting 
device in his hands and some colored water in the pot on his right. 


Unknown photographer 
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Sonapuri Dasi explains: Srila Prabhupada at the San Diego airport in 1973 or 74. Left to right: 
Brahmananda Swami, Danakeli Dasi, Sonapuri Dasi, then in white in the middle is Madhu Dasi. Yadubar 
Das is seated on the floor partly behind the chair. Other devotees are not known. 


your intelligence is nothing. (From a lecture on 
Bhagavad-gita in Bombay, 23 October 1973.) 

Tounderstand the bona fide science of God, one must 
approach a bona fide spiritual master and hear the 
Bhagavad-gita from him. We have to follow the great 
personalities, the previous dcaryas (spiritual masters). 
That will be to our profit. We should not speculate and 
make up our own statements. We should simply accept 
the injunctions given by the great acaryas, because that 
is the process of the Vedic system. One must approach 
a bona fide spiritual master and inquire from him 
submissively. The Absolute Truth is explained in the 
scriptures, and the scriptures are explained by the 
spiritual master or a saintly person. Whatever the 
bona fide, self-realized spiritual master says must be 
accepted. There is no room for interpretation of the 
Sastras. (A Second Chance, Chapter 1) 


Strictly Follow Sastra 


.. a teacher must follow the principles of sastra 
(scripture) to teach the common man. The teacher 
cannot manufacture rules against the principles of 
revealed scriptures. The revealed scriptures, like 
Manu-samhita and similar others, are considered the 


standard books to be followed by human society. Thus, 
the leader’s teaching should be based on the principles 
of such standard sastras. One who desires to improve 
himself must follow the standard rules as they are 
practiced by the great teachers. The Srimad Bhagavatam 
also affirms that one should follow in the footsteps of 
great devotees, and that is the way of progress on the 
path of spiritual realization. (Purport to Bg. 3.21) 

Foolish people try to concoct knowledge by 
manufacturing something in their brains. That is 
not the real way of knowledge. Knowledge is sabda- 
pramana, evidence from the Vedic literature. ... 
Unless one refers to Sastra (Sruti, smrti, purana and so 
on), one’s spiritual activity simply disturbs society. 
(Purport, Cc. madhya 20.353.) 


Necessity of Introspection 


Now, we have received this news, very pleasing. 
Now next duty? Taj-josanat [josanat = cultivation]. 
Now, if you little try to assimilate it. And what is 
that assimilation? Smaranam. Simply by thinking, 
“Oh, this has been spoken.” Try to argue whether 
it is true or not. So you have to think over. Satar 
prasangan, taj-josanad asv apavarga-vartmani. And if 
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Srila Prabhupada reading Srimad Bhagavatam 


you do that... Suppose you hear something of the 
Bhagavad-gita, and it appeals to you, or even does 
not appeal to you. Just try to think over, “What 
Bhagavad-gita says? How Swamiji has discussed this 
matter?” Apply your arguments. Apply your logic. 
Don’t take it as a sentiment or as a blind faith. You 
have got reason; you have got arguments; you have 
got sense. Apply it and try to understand it. Neither 
it is bogus. It is scientific. Then you will feel. You will 
gradually develop your attachment for hearing it, 
and devotional service will be invoked in your heart, 
and then, gradually, you will make progress. (From a 
lecture in New York, 28 July 1966.) 

The Krishna consciousness movement is for 
training men to be independently thoughtful and 
competent in all types of departments of knowledge 
and action, not for making bureaucracy. Once there 
is bureaucracy the whole thing will be spoiled. There 
must be always individual striving and work and 
responsibility, competitive spirit, not that one shall 
dominate and distribute benefits to the others and 
they do nothing but beg from you and you provide. 
No. Never mind there may be botheration to register 
each center, take tax certificate each, become 
separate corporations in each state. That will train 


men how to do these things, and they shall develop 
reliability and responsibility, that is the point. ... Each 
center should remain independent. 

.. So the future of this Krishna Consciousness 
movement is very bright, so long the managers remain 
vigilant that 16 rounds are being chanted by everyone 
without fail, that they are all rising before four 
morning, attending mangala-arati — our leaders shall 
be careful not to kill the spirit of enthusiastic service, 
which is individual and spontaneous and voluntary. 
They should try always to generate some atmosphere 
of fresh challenge to the devotees, so that they will 
agree enthusiastically to rise and meet it. That is the 
art of management: to draw out spontaneous loving 
spirit of sacrificing some energy for Krishna. But where 
are so many expert managers? All of us should become 
expert managers and preachers. We should not be 
very much after comforts and become complacent or 
self-contented. There must be always some tapasya, 
strictly observing the regulative principles — Krishna 
Consciousness movement must be always a challenge, 
a great achievement to be gained by voluntary desire 
to do it, and that will keep it healthy. So you big 
managers now try to train up more and more some 
competent preachers and managers like yourselves. 
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Srila Prabhupada at Brahmanda Ghat in Vrindavan tells the story of Krishna eating mud. Left to right: 
Gargamuni Das, Shyamasundar Das, Srila Prabhupada's godbrother O. B. L. Kapoor, and Gurukripa Das. 


Forget this centralizing and bureaucracy. (Letter to 
Karandhara. 22 December 1972.) 

Human beings have two kinds of temperament. Some 
are introspective, and the others are extravagant. 
Those who are extravagant are enamored of the 
external features of phenomenal beauty and have 
no insight into the whole manifestation. They are 
practically asleep to introspection, and thus they are 
unable to derive any permanent value from the assets 
of the human form of body. But one who has developed 
introspection is as grave as the sea. While those who 
are extravagant are calm and quiet in sleep, such grave 
persons use the full advantage of the human form of 
life. (From Light of the Bhagavata, verse 7) 

Simply quoting verses, like a parrot, will not be very 
beneficial. One must apply — jnanam vijfidna-sahitam. 
Jnana means to know the thing, and vijfiana means to 
apply in practical life. So we must know the vijfiana, 
how to apply practically. (From a lecture in Bombay 
on 8 January 1973.) 

You must all study very scrutinizingly all of 
the books so that when the need arises you can 
repeat in your own words their purport. (Letter to 
Hridayananda Das, 6 January 1972.) 

If philosophical speculation is directed 
by śāstra and guru, and if the goal of such 


philosophical attempts is to achieve Vishnu, 
then that philosophical speculation is not 
mental speculation. It is just like this: Krishna 
says in Bhagavad-gita, “I am the taste of water.” 
Philosophical speculation in the accepted sense 
then means to try to understand, under the 
direction of Sastra and guru, just how Krishna 
is the taste of water. The points of Bhagavad- 
gita, though they are simple and complete, can 
be understood from unlimited angles of vision. 
(Letter to Chaturbhuj, 21 January 1972.) 

A devotee is as thoughtful as a nondevotee is 
speculative. (Purport to Bhag. 4.24.59) 

Blind following and absurd inquiries. These 
things are condemned in this verse. Blind 
following means: “Oh, there is a swami. So many 
thousands of people are following. Let me become 
his disciple.” This is called blind following. You 
do not know what is that swami, whether he 
is a swami or a rascal. You do not know. But 
because everyone is going, “Oh, let me become 
his disciple.” This is blind following, without any 
knowledge, blind following. The swami says that 
“You give me money. I make you immediately 
God.” So this is blind following. (SP lecture, 12 
January 1969, Los Angeles.) @ 
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Nagapatni Dasi (holding the baby) recalls: It was a cold rainy day when Srila Prabhupada arrived back 

at the LA airport. Often, once arriving he would sit at the gate and be very personal with the devotees, 

asking how they were doing. We were all so ecstatic to have him back. Just then the sun came out from 
the rain clouds and blessed everyone. They are looking at the sun come through the big windows. 


BLIND FOLLOWING HE 
COs 


A remembrance of His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Prabhupada once told a story to illustrate the folly 
of following someone blindly: At a famous bathing 
ghat, people used to bring a brass cup shaped like 
a leaf to get holy water from the Yamuna River and 
pour it into another identical cup to make oblations 
while reciting prayers. During the Gayatri mantra, 
when devotees say prayers on their Brahmin threads, 
everyone’s cups were on the bank of the river. After 
prayers, people had to look for their two cups that 
looked like everyone else’s cups. One day a man 
had the bright idea to put a small clay ball from the 
riverbank in each of his cups to distinguish them from 
the others, so he wouldn’t have to search or argue. 
After putting the clay balls in his cups, he said Gayatri 
with his eyes closed. When he went to retrieve his 
cups, the man found that all the other cups on the 


bank had clay balls in them too! Everyone thought 
that his way was the proper ritual, so they copied him. 
“Philosophy without practice is speculation; 


practice without philosophy is fanaticism.” 


— Gurudas, Roger Siegel. By His Example: The Wit and Wisdom of A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Torchlight Publishing. 2004. 
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A remembrance of His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Tamal Krishna Goswami recalls comments made by Srila 
Prabhupada in Vrindavan on the 24* of June 1977: 

“My Godbrothers criticize that Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
predicted that the Krishna consciousness movement 
should spread all over the world; therefore, I have no 
credit because Mahaprabhu said it must happen. It is 
like Columbus’ discovery of America. His friends said, 
‘The land was already there. What is your credit?’ Then 
Columbus said, ‘All right, make this egg stand up.’ All 
of them tried but failed. Then Columbus broke the 


Unknown photographer 
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B. V. Bhagavata Maharaja comments: At the installation of the Ananta Sesh deity and cornerstone for the lotus building 

in Mayapur 1972. Acyutananda Swami is on the far left corner of the picture. Behind Srila Prabhupada is Brahmananda 

Swami and Bhavananda. On the right of the screen are his godbrothers Srila Bhakti Vaibhava Puri Maharaja, then Srila 
Kamala Madhusudhan Maharaja, then Bhakti Prapana Damodara Maharaja. and some others I don't know. 


egg on one end, and it stood up. His friends said, ‘Oh, 
anyone could have done that!’ But Columbus said, 
‘Then why didn’t you do it?’ I always thought, what a 
nasty community is spread all over the world. Why not 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s movement? And I worked 
very hard. They may not give credit, but my Guru 
Maharaja is giving full blessings. That is sure, ‘Yes, I give 
you full blessings.’ There is no doubt. If I’ve done one, 


he is taking as ten; and therefore it is spreading.” fi 


— TKG’s Diary: Prabhupada’s Final Days. By Tamal Krishna Goswami. 
Chapter title, “June 1977”. Pundits Press. Dallas, TX. 1998. 


PROGRESSIVE 
THINKING Is THE Duty 


OF A STUDENT 


Excerpts from, The Bhagavata — It’s Philosophy 
Its Ethics and Its Theology 


By Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 
Originally an English lecture onthe Srimad Bhagavatam 


delivered in Dinajpur in 1869, The Bhagavata - It’s 
Philosophy, It’s Ethics and It’s Theology explains the 


flaws of orthodox Hinduism as well as the philosophy of the 
newly formed Brahmo Samqj. 

Gentlemen! 

We love to read a book which we have never read 
before. We are anxious to gather whatever information 
is contained in it and with such acquirement our 
curiosity stops. This mode of study prevails amongst 
a great number of readers, who are great men in their 
own estimation as well as in the estimation of those 
who are of their own stamp. In fact, most readers are 
mere repositories of facts and statements made by 
other people. But this is not study. The student is to 
read the facts with a view to create, and not with the 
object of fruitless retention. Students, like satellites, 
should reflect whatever light they receive from authors 
and not imprison the facts and thoughts just as the 
magistrates imprison the convicts in the jail! Thought is 
progressive. The author’s thought must have progress 
in the reader in the shape of correction or development. 
He is the best critic who can show the further 
development of an old thought; but a mere denouncer 
is the enemy of progress and consequently of nature. 
“Let the old author be buried because his time is gone.” 
This is a shallow expression. Progress certainly is 
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Krishna is absorbed in thinking of Srimati Radharani 


the law of nature and there must be corrections and 
developments with the progress of time. But progress 
means going further or rising higher. Now, if we are 
to follow our foolish critic, we are to go back to our 
former terminus and make a new race, and when we 
have run half the race another critic of his stamp will 
cry out: “Begin anew, because the wrong road has been 
taken!” In this way our stupid critics will never allow 
us to go over the whole road and see what is in the 
other terminus. Thus the shallow critic and the fruitless 
reader are the two greatest enemies of progress. We 
must shun them. 

The true critic [meaning a true well-wisher, i.e. 
one who knows the truth and is speaking in a way to 
protect the truth], on the other hand, advises us to 
preserve what we have already obtained, and to adjust 
our race from that point where we have arrived in the 
heat of our progress. He will never advise us to go back 
to the point whence we started, as he fully knows that 
in that case there will be a fruitless loss of our valuable 
time and labor. He will direct the adjustment of the 
angle of the race at the point where we are. This is 


also the characteristic of the useful student. He will 
read an old author and will find out his exact position 
in the progress of thought. He will never propose 
to burn the book on the grounds that it contains 
thoughts which are useless. No thought is useless. 
Thoughts are means by which we attain our objects. 
The reader who denounces a bad thought does not 
know that a bad road is even capable of improvement 
and conversion into a good one. One thought is a road 
leading to another. Thus, the reader will find that one 
thought which is the object today will be the means of 
a further object tomorrow. Thoughts will necessarily 
continue to be an endless series of means and objects 
inthe progress of humanity. The great reformers will 
always assert that they have come out not to destroy 
the old law but to fulfil it. Valmiki, Vyasa, Plato, Jesus, 
Muhammad, Confucius and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
assert this fact either expressly or by their conduct. 
The Bhagavata, like all religious works and 
philosophical performances and writings of great 
men, has suffered from the imprudent conduct of 
useless readers and stupid critics. The former have 


Unknown artist. Gita Press, Gorakhpur. 


Original painting is now in Kanji-ghata, near Berhampur, West Bengal. 
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Mahaprabhu and his associates hear the Bhagavatam at Narendra Sarovar in Puri.” This famous sixteenth 
century painting, commissioned by Maharaja Prataparudra, is by Murari Das, a disciple of Vakreswar Pandit. 
In the front is Prataparudra Maharaja offering obeisances. Left to right are Raghunath Das Goswami, Govinda 

Das, Ramananda Ray, Gadadhar Pandit reading Srimad Bhagavatam, Nityananda Prabhu, Sri Chaitanya 

Mahaprabhu, Adwaita Acharya, Srivas Pandit, Swarup Damodar Goswami and Haridas Thakur hanging his 

cloth to dry. (There are some differences of opinion about the identities of the three devotees on the left.) 
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Radha and Krishna meet by a wall 


done so much injury to the work that they have 
surpassed the latter in their evil consequence. Men of 
brilliant thoughts have passed by the work in quest of 
truth and philosophy because of the prejudice which 
they imbibed from its useless readers, whose conduct 
prevented them from making a candid investigation. 

.. The popular religion is fear of God and not 
the pure spiritual love which Plato, Vyas, Jesus, 
and Chaitanya taught to their respective peoples. 
Whether you give the absolute religion in figures, 
or simple expressions, or teach them by means 
of books or oral speeches, the ignorant and the 
thoughtless must degrade it. It is indeed very easy 
to tell and sweet to hear that the absolute truth has 
such an affinity with the human soul that he [the 
Lord] comes through it as if intuitively. No exertion 
is necessary to teach the precepts of true religion. 
This is a deceptive idea. 

It may be true of ethics and of the mere alphabet 
of religion but not of the highest form of faith which 
requires an exalted soul to understand. It certainly 
requires previous training of the soul in the elements of 
religion; just as the student of the fractions must have 
a previous attainment in the elemental numbers and 
figures in Arithmetic and Geometry. “Truth is good” 
is an elemental truth which is easily grasped by the 


common people. But if you tell a common uneducated 
man that God is infinitely intelligent and powerful in 
his spiritual nature, he will conceive a different idea 
from what you yourself entertain of the expression. 


1 Bat) mea! 2) ih % z 


CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS 
C AN STRENGTHEN THE MIND 
Cc. adi-lila 2.117 


siddhanta baliya citte nā kara alasa 
iha ha-ite krsne lage sudrdha manasa 


Asincere student should not neglect the discussion 
ofsuch conclusions, considering them controversial, 


for such discussions strengthen the mind. Thus one’s 
mind becomes attached to Krishna. 


— Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami. Sri Caitanya-caritamrta. 


English translation and commentary by A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust. Los Angeles. 1975. 


Unknown artist. Guler, 1775. 


Unknown artist. Circa 1650. Malwa School. 
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Krishna steals the clothes of the gopis 


All higher truths, though intuitive, are realizable 
only through education beginning from the simple 
and elementary principles of religion. That religion is 
the purest which gives you the purest idea of God, and 
the absolute religion requires an absolute conception 
by man of his own spiritual nature. How, then, is it 
possible that the ignorant will ever be able to obtain 
the absolute religion as long they are ignorant of the 
basic teachings and philosophy of religion? It is only 
when thought awakens that the thinker no longer 
remains ignorant and becomes naturally capable of 
obtaining an absolute idea of religion. 

This is a truth, and God has made it such in his 
infinite goodness, impartiality, and mercy. Labor 
has its wages, and the idle must never be rewarded. 
“Higher the work, greater is the reward,” is a useful 
maxim of truth. The thoughtless must necessarily 
remain satisfied with mere superstition till he wakes 
and opens his eyes to the God of love. 

The reformers, out of their universal love and 
solicitude for rendering good to all, sincerely endeavor 
by some means or other to make the thoughtless drink 
the cup of salvation, but the latter drink it with wine 
and fall to the ground benumbed under the influence 
of intoxication because the imagination has also the 


power of making a thing what it never was. It is in this 
way that the evils of nunneries and the corruption of 
the Akharas commenced. No, we must not minimize or 
scandalize the savior of Jerusalem or the savior of Nadia 
for these subsequent evils of some perverted followers. 

Two more principles characterize the Bhagavata, viz., 
liberty and progress of the soul throughout eternity. 
The Bhagavata teaches us that God gives us truth as 
he gave it to Vyasa, and for us all, when we earnestly 
seek for it. Truth is eternal and inexhaustible. The soul 
receives a revelation of truth only when he is really 
anxious for it. The souls of the great thinkers of the by- 
gone ages, who now live spiritually, often approach our 
inquiring spirit and assist it in its proper and gradual 
development. Thus, Vyasa was assisted by Narada and 
Brahma. Our many Sastras, or in other words, books 
of thought, do not contain all that we could get from 
the infinite father. No book is without its errors. God’s 
revelation is no doubt absolute truth, but it is scarcely 
received and preserved in its natural and pristine purity. 

We have been advised in the 14th chapter of the 
11th skandha of the Bhdagavata to believe that truth, 
when revealed, is absolute, but the same is liable to be 
imbued with the tincture of the nature of the receiver 
in course of time and is thus completely changed and 


Artist R. Sukumaran Nair. Born 1 April 1948, in Kerala, he went from teaching art to making films. 


Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu 


Naughty Krishna 


converted into error through continual exchange 
of hands from age to age. Consequently, sincere 
revelations from authentic sources are continually 
necessary in order to keep up truth in its original 
purity. We are thus warned to be careful in our studies 
of old authors, however wise they are reputed to be. 
Here we have full liberty to reject any wrong idea 
which is not sanctioned by the peace of conscience. 
Vyasa was not satisfied with what he collected in 
the Vedas, arranged in the Puranas, and composed in 
the Mahabharata. The peace of his conscience did not 
sanction his labors. It dictated him from inside, “No, 
Vyasa! You cannot rest contented with the erroneous 
picture of truth which was necessarily presented to you 
by the sages of by-gone days! You must yourself knock 
at the door of the inexhaustible store of truth from 
which the former sages drew their wealth. Go, go up to 
the fountainhead of truth, where no pilgrim meets with 
disappointment of any kind.” Vyasa did it and obtained 
what he wanted. We have been all advised to do so. 
Liberty then is the principle which we must appreciate 
as the most valuable gift of God. We must not allow 
ourselves to be led by those who lived and thought 
before us. We must think for ourselves and try to get 
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HEARING FRoM Many Gurus 
SB 11.9.31 


na hy ekasmād guror jñānarn su-sthirarn syat su-puskalam 


brahmaitad advitiyam vai giyate bahudharsibhih 


Although the Absolute Truth is one without a 
second, the sages have described him in many 
different ways. Therefore one may not be able to 
acquire very firm or complete knowledge from 
one spiritual master. 

From the BBT Purport: Srila Jiva Goswami 
comments as follows on this verse. “Since 
it is commonly understood that one is to 
accept a single spiritual master, why is it 
recommended that one learn from many 
so-called spiritual masters appearing in 
the forms of ordinary material objects? 
The explanation is that one’s worshipable 
spiritual master will instruct one in many 
departments of knowledge by giving 
lessons gleaned from ordinary objects. As 
recommended by the brahmana avadhita 


[who spoke this verse], one can strengthen 
the teachings received from one’s dcarya and 


avoid transgressing his orders by observing 
ordinary things in nature. One should 
not mechanically receive the teachings 
of one’s guru. The disciple should be 
thoughtful and with his own intelligence 
realize in practice what he has heard from 
his spiritual master by observing the world 
around him. In this sense one may accept 
many gurus, though not those who preach 
against the knowledge received from the 
bona fide spiritual master. In other words, 
one should not hear from persons like the 


atheist Kapila.” 

— Srimad Bhagavatam. English translation and commentary by the 
humble servants of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada. Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Los Angeles. 1985. 


Unknown artist. Mural at Radhakund. 
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Meditating intensely on Srimati Radharani, Krishna's bodily color changes to that of hers 


further truths which are still undiscovered or unadapted 
in the present conditions and circumstances for purpose 
of our realization of the same. In the 23rd text of the 
21st chapter of 11th skandha of the Bhagavata, we have 
been advised to take the spirit of the sdstras and not the 
words. The Bhagavata stands therefore for a religion of 
liberty, of unmixed truth, and of absolute love. 

The other characteristic is progress. Liberty 
certainly is the father of all progress. Holy liberty is 
the cause of progress upwards and upwards in eternity 
and in endless activity of love. Liberty abused causes 
degradation, and the vaisnava must always carefully 
use this benign and beautiful gift of God. The progress 
of the Bhagavata is described as the rise of the soul from 
nature up to nature’s God, from Maya, the absolute and 
the infinite energy, to the transcendental absolute 
person himself. Hence the Bhagavata says about itself: 


nigama-kalpa-taror galitarn phalam 
Suka-mukhdad amrta-drava-samyutam 

pibata bhagavatam rasam alayarn 
muhur aho rasika bhuvi bhavukah 


“Itis the fruit of the tree of thought, mixed with the nectar 
of the speech of Sukadev. It is the temple of spiritual love! 
O men of piety! Drink deep this nectar of the Bhagavata 
repeatedly till you are taken from this mortal frame!” 


Then in the same strain the saragrahi, progressive 
vaisnava, adds: 
surasa-sara-yutam phalam atra yat 
virasatadi-viruddha-gunan ca tat 
tyaja viragam ito madhu-payinah 
rasika sara-rasam piba bhavuka 
“That fruit of the tree of thought is a composition, as a 
matter of course, of the sweet and the opposite principles. 
Omen of piety! Like the bee taking honey from the flower, 
drink the sweet principle and reject that which is not so.” 


The Bhagavata is undoubtedly a difficult work, and 
where it does not relate to picturesque descriptions of 
traditional and poetical life, its literature is stiff and 
its branches are covered in the garb of an unusual 
form of Sanskrit poetry. Works on philosophy must 
necessarily be of this character. Commentaries and 
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Unknown artist. School of Purkhu, Kangra, circa 1810 


Krishna in separation looks at a painting of Srimati Radharani brought to him by one of the gopis 


Unknown artist. Basohli painting 1730. 
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notes are therefore required to assist us in our study 
of the book. The best commentator is Sridhar Swami, 
and the truest interpreter is our great and noble 
Chaitanyadeva. God bless the spirit of our noble 
guides who impart wisdom for our eternal good. 

These great souls were not like comets appearing in the 
firmament for a while and disappearing as soon as their 
mission is done. They are like so many suns shining all 
along to give light and heat to the succeeding generations. 
Long time yet to roll on, when they will be succeeded by 
others of their sublime mind, beauty, and caliber. 

The texts of Vyasa are still ringing in the ears of all 
theists as if some great spirit is singing them from 
a distance! Badrikashram! What a powerful name! 
The seat of Vyasa and of the selected religion of 
thought! The pilgrim tells us that the land is cold! How 
mightily did the genius of Vyasa generate the heat of 
philosophy in such a cold region! Not only did he heat 
the locality, but he sent its serene ray far to the shores 
of the sea! Like the great Napoleon in the political 
world, he knocked down empires and kingdoms of 
old and by-gone philosophy by the mighty stroke of 
his transcendental thoughts! This is real power! f 


— Included in chapter 9 of The Seventh Goswami. Rupa Vilas Das. New 
Jaipur Press. Washington MS, USA.1989. 
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“UN-BONA FIDE 


PHILOSOPHY" 


A Remembrance of His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada by Vegavan Das 


One day a sannydsi that I knew from India 
came to speak to Srila Prabhupada. He said, 
“Prabhupada, Vegavan is preaching un-bona 
fide philosophy.” I wasn’t there at that time, so 
Prabhupada said, “Ask Vegavan to come here.” I 
knew what this devotee had done so when I was 
asked to come, I was quite nervous. I entered 
the room and Srila Prabhupada said, “Vegavan, 
so and so Das said that you were preaching un- 
bona fide philosophy.” 

I said, “Well I don’t think so Prabhupada, I was just 
repeating some excerpts from a book by Bhaktivinode 
Thakur called, The Bhagavata. I didn’t know it was not 
bona fide. I think it is okay.” 

Srila Prabhupada replied, “What is that book?” 

“It’s called, The Bhagavata.” 
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Srila Prabhupada sort of indicated that he had not read 
it. Then he said, “Can you tell me something from it?” 

I had the book with me. One of the 
“misconceptions” that this devotee had mentioned 
I was preaching was that we should take the 
spirit of the sastras and not the words. I found 
that extremely encouraging. In the same writing, 
Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur also says that we must 
consider liberty to be the most valuable gift of 
God. Bhaktivinode had a whole exposition on the 
importance of liberty for progress and you have 
to yourself knock on the door and not just ... 

When Prabhupada heard these quotes he said, “Oh, 
very nice!” 

At that moment a stone fell from my chest. Because 
those words had really meant a lot to me. In our 
society things had become rather impersonal and 
rigid, “It’s like this and it’s like that.” 

The swami who complained about me was in 
the room at that time. He didn’t respond to the 
discussion. We both left and we never mentioned it 
to each other again. m@ 


— From Prabhupada Memories. DVD 99 Interview with Vegavan 
Das. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfMKp7MCc6TY. 
Minutes 37:15 to 40.14. 
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THE STORY OF 


SUNANDA GANDHARVA 


Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 


Anice story is there: Once there was a washerman, 
a dhobi. He kept an ass to carry his heavy load. Many 
years that ass lived with him. The name of the ass 
was Sunanda Gandharva. One day, the ass died. So 
the washerman thought, “Oh, Sunanda Gandharva 
died today. What shall I do? I must shave my head 
and take a dip in holy water. I must do this for him.” 

That washerman was the king’s washerman. When 
the family priest of the king saw that the washerman 
had shaved his head, he asked, “Oh washerman, why 
have you shaved your head?” 

The washerman said, “Don’t you know? Sunanda 
Gandharva died today.” 

The family priest said, “Oh, Sunanda Gandharva 
died today?” 

“Oh yes.” 

“So this is a very auspicious day?” 

“Oh, definitely.” 

“So should I shave my head and have a dip?” 

“Yes, you do it.” 


Unknown photographer 


Unknown artist 
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The cows feel intense ecstasy when Krishna milks them 


So the family priest immediately shaved his head 
and had a dip in holy water. Then the minister saw 
that the king’s family priest had shaved his head. He 
said “Oh priest, why have you shaved your head?” 

“Don’t you know? Sunanda Gandharva died today. 
It’s a very auspicious day.” 

“He did?” 

“Oh yes.” 

“Shall I shave my head?” 

“Ohyes! Shave your head and have a dip in holy water.” 

The minister shaved his head and had a dip. Then 
the king saw that the minister had shaved his head. 
“Oh minister, why have you shaved your head?” 

“Don’t you know, king? Sunanda Gandharva died 
today. It’s a very auspicious day.” 


“Oh, is it so? “ 

“Oh yes.” 

“Now shall I shave my head?” 

“Yes, you do it.” 

The king shaved his head and had a dip in holy 
water. Then the queen saw that the king had shaved 
his head. She said: “What happened that you have 
shaved your head?” The king said, “Don’t you know, 
my dear queen? It is a very auspicious day. Sunanda 
Gandharva died today.” 

“Who is Sunanda Gandharva?” 

The king said, “Oh, my minister told me about it. 
He has shaved his head.” 

“Call that minister.” 


Painting by Keshav. https://krishnafortoday.com/#/ 
8 bY p y 
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The minister was called for. The queen asked, “Who 
is this Sunanda Gandharva who died that you shaved 
and the king also shaved his head?” 

“Oh, the priest told me.” 

“Call that priest.” 

“Who is that Sunanda Gandharva for whom you 
have shaved your head, the minister has shaved and 
now the king has shaved his head?” 

“Oh, the washerman told me.” 

“Call the washerman.” 

The washerman came. “Who is this Sunanda 
Gandharva?” 

“My dear queen, I had an ass. His name was 
Sunanda Gandharva. Today, he died.” 

You understand? This is gaddalika-srota-nyaya. One 
sheep jumped into a ditch so the whole flock jumped 
into the ditch. 

.. You should be careful before accepting a guru. 
That’s your responsibility. Don’t be superfluous. You 
shouldbe very serious and don’t follow gaddalika-srota- 


nyaya. “Gaddalika” means a flock of sheep. Sheep move 


in a flock and one is at the head, leading. If that sheep 
jumps into a ditch the whole flock will jump into the 
ditch. They never think, “Why should we jump into 
a ditch?” If the leader jumps, they think, “That is a 
nice path. We should also go that way.” You should 


Krishna sees himself in a mirror 
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Krishna listens to his devotees singing his glories 


use your intelligence. Don’t follow this sheep logic. 
That is your responsibility. You should desire to get 
Krishna. That is the perfection of human life. @ 


— From chapter eight of The Process of Inquiry. Gopal Jiu Publications. 
Bhubaneswar, India. 1998. 


andha parampara nydaya 


The maxim of the blind following the blind. 
It is used in those cases where people blindly, 
thoughtlessly, or rashly follow others, not 


caring to see if whether their doing so might be 
a dangerous leap in the dark. 

— From an English book with transliterated verses 
titled, Nyaya-vali - Sanskrit maxims. No author or 
publishing information given. www.philosophy.ru 
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Means TrustINc THEM K ER 
To Grow Up 


w JÀ w 

Most people, including the religionists in this world, 
are blind formulaic followers. They want to join and 
identify with a group by adopting a particular style of 
dress, language, and social and religious rituals. Blind 
followers are not much interested in understanding 
the principles behind the rules — that’s too much 
work for them. They prefer to just do what they are 
told and not have to think about it. 

Krishna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the 
supreme controller and object of worship for everyone, 
yet when he concludes speaking the Bhagavad-gita to 
his disciple Arjuna, he tells him, yathecchasi tathā kuru — 
“Deliberate on this fully, and then do what you wish to 
do” (Bg. 18.63). Krishna doesn’t insist that Arjuna must 
follow his instructions. Similarly, in his commentaries 
onthe twelfth chapter of Bhagavad-gita, Srila Vishwanath 
Chakravarti Thakur explains three stages of bhakti 
which he calls, abhyasa, manana, and smarana. Abhydasa 
means practice. A new devotee performs services in 
a mechanical way as practice, while his or her mind 
is often still contemplating past attachments to sense 
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gratification. After some time of practice, gradually the 
heart becomes more pure and the mind more peaceful. 
At that time the devotee can begin to contemplate 
why they are doing services, “It is pleasing to guru and 
Krishna.” That is the stage of manana, or contemplation. 
That contemplative platform brings one more quickly 
to the stage of smarana or natural remembrance. At that 
point guru and Krishna naturally come to the mind. 

In practice, blind following appears to have some 
utility when dealing with small children and new persons 
aspiring to learn about bhakti. Ifa two-year old child asks 
if he can drink a bottle of bleach the parent says, “No! 
Put it down!” If the child asks, “Why not?” The parent 
doesn’t reply with an elaborate chemical and biological 
discussion on the effects of bleach on the human body. 
Good parents want their child to grow up, be mature 
and able to make their own decisions, however they 
don’t tell the child, “Anyway, different people have 
different thoughts about drinking bleach. You should be 
thoughtful and decide for yourself.” Some parents reply 
to such a question with curt comments like, “Because I 
said so! That’s why not.” Far better however, is if they 
can give even a simple answer that satisfies the child’s 
question, “Because it’s bad for you. You might die.” We 
would wince to hear about a thirty-year-old man who 
forbids his wife to purchase bleach because, “When I was 
two years old, Mommy told me not to touch it.” 

As Sri Krishna teaches in Bhagavad-gita; pariprasna, 
respectful inquiry, is essential for removing doubts 
so one can make spiritual advancement. For a good 
parent who wants the child to become mature, no 
respectfully submitted question is illegal or off limits. 
Even if the questions make them uncomfortable, a 
good parent understands that it is vitally important 
that the child be encouraged to think and question. 
Better to have questions that are awkward than to 
have answers that can’t be questioned. 

When introducing new people to the concepts and 
tradition of bhakti, including ritual ceremonies, dress, 
language, and culture, it is easy to simply tell them, 
‘Just do this or that, because gurudeva said so,”, without 
getting bogged down with lengthy, and perhaps — at least 
initially — unnecessary explanations. However, just as 
good parenting means creating an environment wherein 
honest respectful questions are encouraged, in the same 
way, appropriate sharing of bhakti means to allow and 
encourage appropriate inquiry and thought. We don’t 
want to see persons who have practiced bhakti for thirty 
years, when questioned why they perform this or that 
aspect of Krishna consciousness, reply with, “I don’t 
know why I doit. It’s what they told me to do.” f — MD 


